NEWS 


SPASTICS 


NATIONAL SPASTICS SOCIETY CENTRES 


NATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CENTRES 


THE THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 
Dene Park, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Telephone: Tonbridge 3859. 


Principal: 
H. B. Davies, Esq., B.Sc. (Econ.). 


Chairman of the Board of Governors: 
Douglas Delarue, Esq., J.P. 


Secondary Modern and Grammar Edu- 
cation for Spastics of 11 years and over. 


Accommodation 66. 


THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 
Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 
Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 


Headmistress: 
Mrs. C. M. Kearslake. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Miss M. B. Jowett, M.B.E. 


Primary Education for Spastics between 5 
and 16 years. 


Accommodation: 49. 


THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 
Tixover Grange, Duddington, 


Nr. Stamford. Telephone: Duddington 212, 


Headmaster: 
R. A. Pedder, Esq. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Eric Smith, Esq. 


Primary Education for Spastics between 5 
and 16 years. 


Accommodation: 60, 12 Day Pupils. 


LOCAL CENTRES AND CLINICS 


In close co-operation with Local 
Authorities and/or Hospital Management 
Committees, the following Groups provide 
or assist special schools and/or treatment 
centres: 


Hull Portsmouth 
Northampton Reading 
Nottingham Southend-on-Sea 
Pontefract Swindon 


Working independently, the following 
Groups have set up special schools or 
treatment centres: 


Birkenhead Leicester 
Bolton Plymouth 
Cheltenham Stockport 


Operating entirely by voluntary contri- 
butions, the following Groups have treat- 
ment centres with or without nursery 
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IRTON HALL SCHOOL 


Holmrook, Cumberland. 
Telephone: Holmrook 242. 


Headmaster: 
A. Lubran, Esq., M.R.S.T., A.A.O.T. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
J. D. Herd, Esq. 


Education for Spastics reputed to be below 
average intelligence. 


Accommodation: 34. 


HAWKSWORTH HALL 


Guiseley, Leeds, Yorks. 
Telephone: Menston 114. 


Principal: J. D. Johnson, Esq. 
Assessment Centre for Spastic children 
between 5 and 13 years. 


Accommodation: 24. 


DARESBURY HALL RESIDENTIAL 
CENTRE 


Daresbury, Nr. Warrington, Lancs. 
Telephone: Moore 359. 


Warden: F. W. Bellman, Esq. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
George Evans, Esq. 


Residential Centre for Male Spastics aged 
from 16 to 35 years. 


Accommodation: 23. 


COOMBE FARM RESIDENTIAL 
CENTRE 


Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Addiscombe 2310. 


Warden: F. W. Bowyer, Esq., M.A. 
Chairman of the Management Committee: 
R. Meek, Esq. 

Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
16 to 25 years. Accommodation: 41. 


classes. Some of these centres operate 
every day, others only part time: 


Bedford North Stafford 
Bridgwater Rete) 
Brighton idhers 
Oxf 
Croydon soe 
' Poole and Bournemouth 
Epping Forest 
Bie South West Middlesex 
illingham South West Surrey 
Grimsby 
Swansea 
Ipswich Uren 
Luton Wycombe and 
Maidstone District 


North London York 


The following Groups have, what might 
be termed, special occupation centres and, 


THE ‘“ SHERRARDS ” TRAINING 
CENTRE 
Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 
Telephone: Welwyn Garden 2125. 
Principal: E. L. Knight, Esq. 
Chairman of the Management Committee: 
The Hon. Lady Bowes Lyon. 
Vocational Training Centre for young adult 
Spastics. 
Accommodation: 31. 


PRESTED HALL & THE GRANGE 


Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 

Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 

Warden: J. H. Watson, Esq. 

Chairman of the Management Committee: 

Miss Mary Ruck, R.R.C. 

Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 

25 to 40 years. Accommodation: 31. 
THE GRANGE: 

High Street, Kelvedon. 

Accommodates 13 Spastics over the age of 

40 years. 


NATIONAL HOLIDAY HOTELS 
ARUNDEL PRIVATE HOTEL 


23, The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Telephone: Southend 476351. 
Manageress: Miss M. Burden. 

Chairman of the Management Committee: 
H. J. Savage, Esq., J.P. 

Hotel for Spastics and accompanying rela- 
tives or friends. Accommodation: 19 
Write to Manageress for bookings. 


S.0.S. HOLIDAY HOTEL FOR SPASTIC 
CHILDREN 


Colwall Court, Bexhill. 

Telephone: Bexhill 1491. 

Manager: G. H. Marsh, Esq. 

Open all year. Accommodation: 23. 
Terms: 10s. 6d. per day up to 15 years; 
£1 1s. per day 16 years and over. 


in some cases, treatment is available to- 
gether with speech therapy: 


Cardiff Ilford 

Bristol Scunthorpe 
Crewe Southampton 
Dudley Sale 


What might be termed Welfare Depart- 
ments, mainly designed to assist older 
Spastics, are operated by the following: 


Bradford Nottingham 
Halifax Widnes 
N.W.London 


Work centres, varying in scope have 
been opened for adults by the following: 


Bedford Kingston-on-Thames 
Croydon N.W. Kent (Erith) 
Central Middlesex Stockport 

Central Surrey Swansea 


A holiday home is run by Cumberland, 
Westmorland and Furness Group. 


IN THIS ISSUE 


Editor: Margaret Gill 
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Zimmer Orthopaedic Ltd., Bridgend, Glam., G.B. 
Bridgend 938!1208. 
or Zimmer House, 176 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3. 
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FRONT- COVER 


“CHILD WITH A DOVE” 


Picasso could not have been 
aware of our first deaf unit for 
spastic children yet his significant 
picture, “Child with a Dove” 
somehow classically evokes the im- 
mature inner-life of a child. 

This 1s one of the paintings from 
Picasso’s Blue Period, which is 
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ORDER FORM 


Please send me SPASTICS NEws until further notice at the annual subscrip- 
tion rate of 8s., including postage. (Published monthly). 


represented at the Tate Gallery in 
London, in the most outstanding 
exhibition of our time. 

Our cover picture, among many 
others by famous artists, is issued 
by The Pallas Gallery, as a fine art 
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colour reproduction. These are 
available from all good print sellers 
throughout the country and from 
the publishers themselves, at 288 
Albermarle Street, W.1. 
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NATIONAL SPASTICS 
SOCIETY 


Registered in accordance with the National Assistance 
Act, 1948 


28 FITZROY SQUARE 
LONDON, W.1. 
EUSton 5651 (5 lines) 


President: 


H.R.H. THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH 


Telephone : 


Patrons: 


THE LORD ALDENHAM 
THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 
THE COUNTESS OF DERBY 
Dr. SOMERVILLE HASTINGS, 
M.B., M.S., F.R.C.S.) M.P. 
ANTONY HEAD, P.c., C.B.E., M.C.,; M.P. 
THE EARL OF INCHCAPE 
THE VISCOUNT KILMUIR, P.c., G.c.v.o. 
(Lord Chancellor) 
THE VISCOUNT KNOLLYS, 
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GWEN, LADY MELCHETT 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 
THE LORD MORRISON OF LAMBETH, 


P.C., C.H. 
WILFRED PICKLES, 0.8.£. 
THE CHIEF RABBI 
THE MARQUESS OF READING, 
P.C., G.C.M.G., C.B.E., TiD., Q.C. 
THE CARDINAL ARCHBISHOP OF 
WESTMINSTER 
THE EARL OF WESTMORLAND 
THE COUNTESS OF WESTMORLAND 


Vice-Presidents: 


J. CLEON HUBBARD, Esq. 
P.-B:7 LUGAS, -D-S.00, eDsF.c- 
SYDNEY NORTHCOTE, p.Mus. 
LADY RAMSDEN, M.D. 

J. LESLIE WILLIAMS 


Chairman: 
J. F. G. EMMS, Esq. 


Vice-Chairman: 
ALEX MOIRA, Esq., A.R.I.B.A. 


Treasurer: 
W. A. BURN, Esq., F.c.A. 


Secretary: 
E, RHODES, Esq. 


Executive Committee: 


E. BARNETT, M.c.S.P., M.CH.S. 

M. H. BOONE 

R. DAVIES 

Miss J. GARWOOD, B.A. 

Miss N. M. GURR, pDIP.E.D. 

Dr. EILEEN V. HALDANE, B.sc., M.B. 

Mrs. D. A. HUNTINGTON, 
S°RIGING 

R. A. JUPP, A.M.1I.MECH.E. 

A. W. MARTIN 

Mrs. K.-E. MORRIS 

B. TAYLOR, A.M.I.GAS.E. 

H. E. WOLFF 


S.R.N., SC.M., H.V. 


Director: 
Dr. CHARLES P. STEVENS, M.B.E., M.B., CH.B. 


MEDICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Professor ALAN MONCRIEFF (Chairman) 

C.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P. 
H. MARY CAPES, M.B., D.P.M. 
Dr. J:-H.. CROSLAND,..M.R:C:5., 
RONALD MAC KEITH, p.M., 
Professor A. V. NEALE, M.p., 
I. M. ROBERTSON, M.Bs., 
Dr. W. S. TEGNER, F.R.c.P._ 


D.PHYS.MED. 
F. RCP. 


Research Physician: 
Dr. PAUL E. POLANI, 'M.p:; M.R.c.P. 
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TRIGYGLES 


SPASTICS 


Norman Cycles for Spastics embody the same features 
of extreme reliability and smooth running, which have 
made every type of Norman Cycle famous throughout 


the world. Special models, 
Full 


exacting requirements. 


specially designed for 
details will gladly 


be given on application to the address below 


cycles 


A COMPANY OF THE @ CYCLE DIVISION - 
NORMAN CYCLES LTD., ASHFORD, KENT 


Research Fellow 
Dr. ALISON D McDONALD, M.p 


Research Consultative Board 
Professor J. D. BOYD, M.D., M.Sc. 

Anatomy School, University of Cambridge 
Dr. J. H. CROSLAND, M.R.c.S., D.PHYS.MED. 
Dr. J. N. CUMINGS, M.D., F.R.C.P. 

National Hospital, Queen Square, London 
Professor P. M. DANIEL, M.A., D.M., M.R.C.P. 

Department of Neuropathology, Institute of 

Psychiatry, Maudsley Hospital, London 
Dr. P. R. EVANS, M.D., M.SG., F.R.c.P., Department 

of Child Health, Guy’s Hospital. 
Miss N. GIBBS, M.A. 

Child Guidance Training Centre, 

Osnaburgh Street, London 
Professor R. S. ILLINGWORTH, M.p., F.R.c.P. 

Department of Child Health, University of 

Sheffield 
Dr. J. D. KERSHAW, M.D., D.P.H. 

Public Health Department, Colchester 
Professor W. C. W. NIXON, M.D., F.R.C.S. 

Obstetric Hospital, University College Hospital, 

London 


Dr. G. PAMPIGLIONE, M.p., M.R.C.P. 
E.E.G. Dept., The Hospital for Sick Children, 
Great Ormond Street. 

Professor L. S. PENROSE, M.A., M.D., F.R.S. 
Galton Laboratory, University College, London 

Dr. C. G. PHILLIPS, M.A., B.SC., D.M., M.R.C.P. 
Department of Physiology, University of Oxford 

Professor B. S. PLATT, c.M.G., PH.D., M.B. 
Human Nutrition Research Unit, National 
Institute for Medical Research, Mill Hill, 
London 

Dr. D. D. REID, M.D., PH.D. 
Department of Epidemiology and Vital Statistics, 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine 

Srr CHARLES SYMONDS, k.B.E., C.B., M.D, 

F.R.C.Ba 

Neurological Department, Guy’s Hospital 

Professor JAMES WALKER, M.D., _ F.R.C.O.G., 
Department of Midwifery and Gynecology, 
University of St. Andrews. 

Professor O. L. ZANGWILL, M.A. 
Department of Psychology, University of 
Cambridge 


from the Mailbag 


LUTON SEARCHLIGHT 


Dear Editor, 

I should like to convey a big “thank you” to the organisers 
of the Searchlight Tattoo held in Stockwood Park in aid of 
local spastics. It was a first-class show, such as is usually 
seen only in London, and very well organised. 

It must have been very disappointing to the organisers, as 
well as the performers, to see so many people leaving at the 
interval (including the undersigned, I’m afraid), and the 
object of this letter is to assure them that this was in no way 
due to the quality of the performance—but that we were all 
extremely cold. 

We went, as we thought, warmly clad, but not warmly 
enough. However, I do wish them all—organisers, performers 
and the Luton Spastics Society—the best of luck, and please 
could we have another Searchlight Tattoo next year, when we 
will turn up in winter coats and fur-lined boots and enjoy the 
searchlight part of it as well! 

Yours sincerely, 
(Mrs.) N. BEST, 
Luton. 


THE CHURCH 


Dear Editor, 

I was surprised to read from Mrs. Beesley’s letter, pub- 
lished in the May edition of Mailbag, of her disappointment 
in not being welcomed by her Vicar. 

I am sure that there must be some misunderstanding, and 
that very probably her Vicar does not recognise or realise 
who she is. I have always found that the Vicar and Clergy 
of churches I know are most anxious to help others. 

The Church at present is badly understaffed, some parishes 
of 10,000 people have only one clergyman, who is overworked, 
badly paid and often long suffering. 

Don’t criticise the Church too harshly, its Clergy are work- 
ing at a big and difficult job, and need all our help, as much 
as we need theirs. 

Yours sincerely, 
LADY ELIZABETH RAWSON, 
Hove, 3. 


PARENTS’ DAY CONFERENCES 


Dear Editor, 

Parents may be interested to know that two very successful 
Day Conferences have been held in the North Region recently, 
the first in Leeds in May and the second in Durham in June. 
These Conferences were arranged by the North Regional 
Officer who circularised all Groups in the areas, and a number 
of parents travelled long distances to attend the Conferences. 
Talks were given on various aspects of the work by the Senior 
Social worker, Miss E. F. Townsend, the Principal of Hawks- 
worth Hall, Mr. J. D. Johnson, and the Employment Officer, 


Miss M. R. Morgan. Discussion on a variety of subjects 
followed the talks, and the contributions made by the parents 
were most helpful and stimulating. The North Regional 
Officer hopes to arrange further conferences in Manchester 
and Carlisle, and if these are as successful as the first two 
have been, we feel sure that similar conferences will be held in 
other regions. 

Miss Morgan, Miss Townsend and Mr. Johnson would 
like to congratulate Mr. Whyte for his excellent organisation 
of the Conferences and for his help in making them possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss M. R. MorGAN, 
Employment Officer, 
Miss E. F. TOWNSEND, 
Senior Social Worker, 
National Spastics Society. 


BEDFORD CO-OP “DIVI” 


Dear Editor, 

I was interested in the letter in the May issue regarding 
the Co-op. dividends, and thought you would like to know 
that another society is being helped by the same idea. 

The Bedford Spastics Society, which was formed five years 
ago, in 1958 opened Drayton House, in Bromham Road, as 
a centre for spastic treatment and 15 months ago started a 
“sheltered workshop” for young adult spastics. 

Supporters have been giving their Co-op. dividends to the 
Society by using its number—20193. In three years this has 
brought in £252. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Miss) F. A. CERTER, 
Bedford. 
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Beams all round from Ronald Shiner, the glamorous starlets, 
and Mr. “Tiny” Davidson, because the East London Spastics 
Society have been presented with a minibus. 


Workers in the Thames Foundry at the Ford Motor Company’s 
plant at Dagenham collected over £600 in 5 months to buy this 
12-seater bus. Specially fitted with seat straps, a bar, and a roof 
rack to carry collapsible wheelchairs, it is just the job for summer 
outings. 


Mr. “Tiny” Davidson was one of the organisers of the collection. 


Famous Boots 


One of the pairs of boots worn by Britain’s “walking 
sergeants” on their 3,000-mile record-breaking walk across 
America, from San Francisco to New York, became the first 
trophy in an adventure cupboard opened at Craig-y-Parc 
School. 

The walkers, Staff-Sgt. Instructor Mervyn Evans, Army 
Training Corps, and Fit.-Sgt. Patrick Moloney, B.E.M., 
R.A.F., both attached to the Parachute Regiment, presented 
the boots to the 49 boys and girls on Thursday, July 7. 

Now adventurers and their adventures are being closely 
followed by the eager pupils! 


Amendment 


SPASTICS NEwS should like to amend an incorrect address 
that was given in the May issue, in connection with the 
article on “Gadget Leaflets”. The correct address for Cray- 
leigh Safeguard Products is: 92 Portland Place, London, 
W.1. 


Shirley at Borstal 


The boys at Borstal listened to the charming blonde with 
avid attention. But this was no ordinary evening. Shirley 
Keene, the N.S.S. official lecturer, was at Borstal talking on 
the disabilities caused by cerebral palsy and of the work done 
by the Society. The invitation was issued by the Chaplain of 
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H.M. Hollesley Bay Colony, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk, who said, “The desire to help 
spastics came from a group of the lads and 
has enthused many of my boys here. We are 
very pleased at this grand attitude.” 

Mr. Hargreaves, the Society’s other lec- 
turer, will understand when we say that 
Shirley was the right choice for the job! 


The Artic Chip Shop 


Navy men of the fishery protection ship, 
H.M.S. Battleaxe, have opened a fish and 
chip shop in a spare galley aboard ship in the Arctic. 

Fish is a thank-you present from British trawlers. The 
money for “a fish and six-penny-worth” goes to the N.S.S. 


Tricycles in Parks 


A 14-year-old boy has been given exemption by the Birm- 
ingham City Council from a by-law which forbids cycling in 
local parks. 

Previously he had been prevented from entering, because 
he was riding a tricycle. This having been brought to the 


“ Such a soft sweet little bunny—wish he could come home and live 

with me.” Six years’ old Rosemary Allen was one of the fifteen 

children entertained at the London Zoo by Keepers and Hostesses. 

Pets’ Corner was just the place to be, for, after all, you couldn’t 

exactly cuddle a tiger, now could you? Mothers, and older brothers 

and sisters, from the East London Spastics Society were glad they 
came 


Courtesy: Ilford Recorder 


Some picture for the album! 

How often have you had your swing pushed by a mayor with a 
real chain of office? But this was a special occasion. 

Cllr. Leslie Drew, Mayor of Ilford, had just opened the new 
playground for spastic children. Situated at Cravenfield, it was 
built by the Ilford Spastics Association so that it might be “a place 
where the children could enjoy themselves away from the hubbub 
of the world outside.” 


notice of the parks committee chairman, any other handi- 
capped person may now have a similar permit. 


Craig-y-Parc Garden Party 


White clothed tables were set out on a lawn ready for tea, 
the chairs and stalls overflowing with exciting wares were 
festooned with balloons and striped umbrellas. Lucky-dips, 
raffles, for baskets of fruit, competitions such as shove-penny, 
and guessing the weight of the cake, had been prepared. Eager 
young people were sitting on the terrace surveying this entic- 
ing scene, their eyes shielded from the burning sun by straw 
coolie hats. They were in a state of anticipation, waiting for 
their parents to come and take them to join in the general 
bustle. 

Flowing summer dresses, elegant or unashamedly pretty 
hats, were the order of the day when visitors came in their 
hundreds to Craig-y-Parc’s second garden party. Mrs. C. G. 
Trehearne, a great friend of the school, was the graceful 
opener and Mrs. Evans the previous owner of the fine 
estate was warmly greeted as she made a nostalgic tour 
around the gardens. Mrs. Kearslake, herself a picture in a 
blue flowing dress and blue straw bonnet, certainly didn’t 
look as though she had been doing a stroke of work! 

Thanks must go to all the wonderful neighbours who set 
up stalls, selling everything from jewellery to toffee apples, to 
Madame Zita who gazed into her crystal ball, in the most 
rustic fortune-telling booth that one could wish to see. Origin- 
ally it had been a tiny hut in the grounds where the owners 
could leave articles without having to return to the main house. 

[The Editor did not win even a raisin, but she came home 
with a pot of home-made gooseberry jam, a hand-sewn 
leather wallet-—much cheaper than in Oxford Street—and a 
sun-tan. Thank-you, Craig-y-Parc. ] 


Seeing Stars 

The Stars of our own S.O.S. have been very busy recently, 
turning out in full force to help raise money. 

Many arrived to add glitter to the Bexhill Carnival, held 
last month. This was the first carnival to be organised by the 
Bexhill Carnival Committee, as in previous years the Round 
Table had been in charge. There were all the usual attractions 
—a monster procession, military bands, a bevy of beauty 
queens, not to mention a display of aerial gymnastics. 

Twenty-five per cent. of the carnival collection, as well as 
money from autograph signing, is to go towards providing 
better beach access for the children at Colwall Court, the 
Stars’ own holiday home. 

Another event was the Stars’ Cricket Match held at North 
Middlesex Ground, on June 26. There was no admission 
charge, but autograph hunters had to delve deep into their 
pockets. Vera Lynn bowled the opening ball for the match 
between Woolf Phillips’ amateur eleven, and a team of pro- 
fessionals led by Leslie Compton; and several members of the 
South African Touring team were present. 

The Handlebar Club, who require members’ moustaches 
to be not less than 54 inches in width overall, and whose 
vice-president, Jimmy Edwards, goes well over the qualifi- 
cations, challenged an All-Stars’ eleven to do battle on the 
Shepherds Bush cricket ground, on July 10. Here again there 
was no charge for admission, but a galaxy of stars were in 
charge of sideshows and collected money from the large 
crowd. 

Lady Westmorland’s lovely and spacious garden, at Orme- 
ley Lodge, Richmond, was the venue for the S.0.S. General 
Meeting. Members sat around on cushions, shaded by the 
very old spreading cedar tree, making an informal atmos- 
phere inevitable. 


Time for a chat after the meeting 


Helpful Firm 

The Eastern Regional Officer received a letter from the 
Manager of an Employment Exchange who, through reading 
the SpAstics NEws, became familiar with the Regionalisa- 
tion scheme, and submitted the name of a firm of Mica Pro- 
cessors who would be willing to supply a group of spastics, 
in their vicinity, with Mica for sorting or “clocking”. This 
type of co-operation is most encouraging and if any Group 
knows of a firm willing to employ spastics, would they please 
inform the Regional Officer. Most employers are generous 
and kind hearted, and a little explanation of what to expect, 
or what not to expect from a spastic, particularly at an inter- 
view, could most certainly help in convincing them that there 
is a place for spastics in their employ. 
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Tonbridge: Sixty-one children from the Thomas Delarue 
School recently visited the King George V Dock to see over 
the Shaw Savill liner, Dominion Monarch. Their trip had 
been arranged by the Tonbridge Toc H and the Shaw Savill 
Company. Before the children went off happily bearing a 
specially large cake from the ship’s baker, the chief steward 
presented the party with a cheque for £25, collected from 
passengers and crew. 

Cumberland: Irton Hall school children also had an excit- 
ing and memorable day when they went up the Eskdale 
Valley. The trip was made via the narrow gauge railway. 
Plymouth: The flag day held in Plymouth recently in aid 
of the Trengweath School and Centre for Spastics, Hartley, 
raised over £298. 

Chesterfield: Mr. M. H. Boone, chairman of the Chester- 
field and District Spastics Society, announced at their annual 
meeting that the £6,500 Day Centre for Spastics, provided 
by the Society, would open shortly. In his financial report 
the treasurer, Mr. S. Martin, said that the past year had 
been very successful and it was very gratifying that the 
Society’s costs of administration represented only 7d. out of 
every £1 raised. In May this year the Society had in hand 
over £3,800, together with £4,500 in investments, and the 
Day Centre valued at £6,611. 

Sheffield: Sir Peter Roberts, M.P. for Heeley, Sheffield, 
who opened the Frecheville Carnival Week, congratulated 
the Frecheville Community Association on reaching their 
25th anniversary. He said he was glad part of the proceeds 
from the carnival week were going to the Sheffield and District 
Spastics Society as “the work of the Society is something 
we should be very proud of.” 

Sale: Mrs. “Lil” Stockdale, chairman of Sale, Altrincham 
and District Spastics Society, took 13 helpers to Salford dog 
track to collect for the Society. She did not bet a penny, but 
they came out with over £44. Her winning system—‘we 
collected at the turnstiles until the racing started and then 
we collected near the bookies.” 

Macclesfield: |= The Bollington, Macclesfield and District 
Clinic for Spastic Children, which has done such remarkably 
good work over the past five years, is to close down and the 
children are to be transferred to the Stockport Clinic, which 
now has larger premises. Much of the clinic’s equipment 
donated by the local people will be transferred to Stockport; 
the remainder going to Rodney House, run by the Manchester 
Spastics Society, and the Sale Branch of the N.S.S. 
Southampton: Lucky people at the Southampton Training 
Centre were presented with a printing machine by the Women 
Freemasons of Southampton Lodge. Mrs. L. Welch, Centre 
Organiser, said that letterheads produced, were sold for 
profits, which were paid out in wages. 

Merthyr: This year’s annual féte and gala, opened by the 
Mayor, was in aid of the Marthyr and District Spastics 
Society. One of the major events on the programme was the 
horse show, which boasted some of the finest classes for moun- 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


tain ponies in South Wales. Money raised will go towards the 
cost of equipping a day unit for children and Merthyr Cor- 
poration have agreed, in principle, to its erection in Cyfarthfa 
Park. 

Darlington: There have been so many summer entertain- 
ments organised to raise money. A garden party was opened 
by Lady Starmer in the grounds of Danby Lodge, Darlington, 
in aid of Darlington and District Spastics Society. 
Cheltenham: The Cheltenham Soroptimist Club enter- 
tained children from St. Vincent’s Remedial School and their 
mothers. Glorious sunshine made tea under the trees a 
delight for everyone. 

Chesterfield: Under ideal weather conditions and in a 
beautiful setting, a wine and cheese evening was held in the 
grounds of Walton Lodge. Organised by Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Boult, the proceeds of over £100 were donated to Chesterfield 
and District Spastics Society. 

Tavistock: Forty pounds of sausages and 480 bread rolls 
were consumed when visitors from the Tavistock, Yelverton, 
area descended on Horrabridge for a barbecue. The venue 
was the yard of the London Inn and all this eating was in aid 
of the Spastics Home at Mannamead. Other amusements 
were a darts match, dancing, and a competition. 

Bedworth: Despite a strong counter-attraction in the 
Coventry Carnival, a gymkhana held at Wheelwright Lane, 
Bedworth, in aid of the Exhall Spastics, drew a considerable 
number of riders and visitors. 

Oxford: The affairs of the Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare 
Society are more encouraging than a year ago, the Society was 
told by its vice-chairman, Mr. H. J. Hibbs, in his general 
report at the annual meeting in Oxford Town Hall. In the 
general funds, income exceeded expenditure by £660 18s. 
Although special activities had been fewer there had been 
£1,000 increase in income. Mr. G. M. H. Pawson, chairman, 
said that even if no remedial treatment was required their 
day centre did benefit spastics socially. 

Hemel Hempstead: At the annual meeting of the Hemel 
Hempstead Branch of the Hertfordshire Spastics Society held 
recently, it was noted that the gross income was substantially 
higher than the previous year and amounted to nearly £800. 
For the fourth time the branch have gained admission into 
Sherrards for a local lad. A flag day was recently held in 
the district. 

Reading: The sum of £406 was raised at the Reading and 
District Spastics Welfare Society stall during the fortnight’s 
activities at the Reading County Fair. 

Northampton: Improved facilities will shortly become 
available to children in the area covered by the Northampton 
and County Branch of the N.S.S. In August it is hoped to 
start building extensions to the John Greenwood Shipman 
Home at Dallington. 

Clacton: At the first annual meeting of the Clacton and 
District Spastics Society it was reported that their target of 
£600, had already been exceed by £100. 


POOLE, 
BOURNEMOUTH 
& 
DISTRICT 
SPASTICS CENTRE 


| Ne happy children, pleased to 

be together again after a weekend at 
home, start their week by singing, “Here 
we are again, happy as can be; all good 
friends and jolly good company.” Then 
as on other mornings, they sing hymns 
and listen intently to the wonderful 
stories from the Bible. 

These jolly children, whose ages vary 
from 3-16, are pupils at the new com- 
bined school and treatment centre of the 
Poole, Bournemouth and District Spas- 
tics Society, situated at Poole. 

Though some live up to 12 miles 
away, Hospital Car Services brings them 
daily to their lovely, bright and airy 
open-plan school building. Most of their 
day is spent in the main hall, the far 
end of which is partitioned off into two 
rooms, one used for physiotherapy and 
the other as a schoolroom. The front 
part of the building is divided into cloak- 
rooms, an all-electric kitchen and matron’s 
office. 

With the morning preliminaries over, 
the majority of pupils start on the work 
set in the main hall, while a group, of 
not more than four, are given individual 
tuition in the classroom. Art, nature and 
music lessons are taken all together, and 
most afternoons are spent in play hours, 
cricket on the lawns, handwork and group 
games which incorporate physiotherapy 
exercises. At present everyone is busy 
painting and decorating their big doll’s 
house, and making matchbox and tin 
furniture for it. 

Most children, if honest, will admit to 
enjoying school, but these youngsters are 
quite open in their interest and apprecia- 
tion. They love their energetic teacher, 
Mrs. E. Nix-James, the calm _physio- 
therapist, Mrs. N. Hobbs, and happy 
Matron, Mrs. E. M. Wood, who all work 
together to help them and prepare them 
for as independent an adult life as pos- 
sible. 

Before she joined the centre at its in- 
ception, Mrs. Nix-James was a home 
teacher. Now, the enthusiasm applied to 
teaching the individual child, has been 
transferred to this group of children, none 
of whom has the same disability. One 
boy is deaf, another writes with his foot, 


The ballet class—and Matron helps 


and others have to use a typewriter. Each 
must learn in his own way. And keeping 
this in mind, a course for each child is 
mapped out, which endeavours to give 
him the richest experience in life. 

Always ready to try new aids to teach- 
ing, Mrs. Nix-James has devised a new 
game which enables all the children to 
participate. It is based on the principle 
of a toy theatre, with magnets fixed to 
the base of characters in order to manipu- 
late them. A full account of this invention 
will appear in a later issue of the SPAS- 
TICS NEWS. 

The entire staff, which includes two 
helpers and voluntary workers, is so de- 
termined to provide the best education 
possible for the children, that they have 
persuaded many of their friends to help. 
On Friday afternoons, the wife of a 
specialist takes a class for group games; 
on Monday mornings, a young woman, a 
past student of ballet, instructs four or 
five devotees, in the rudiments of this 
classical dance. But quite the biggest 
success is the flourishing percussion band. 
This came about when a well-known con- 
cert pianist and past sub-professor of 
the Royal Academy, Miss Nancy Dickin- 
son, gave a concert in aid of spastics some 
time ago. The money raised was spent 
on percussion instruments and now, under 
her guidance, Thursday mornings are de- 
voted to music. Breathing and singing 
lessons form a large part of the pro- 
gramme. 

This intense interest in music, especi- 
ally classical, is one of the two main 
features of the school; the other is the 
remarkable affection each child has for 
the other. When one achieves something 
he thought impossible, all the others clap 


their hands and sing “For he’s a jolly 
good fellow.” 

Poole, Bournemouth and _ District 
Spastics Society really started with the 
opening of the Centre in October 1959. 
Although at the time there was practic- 
ally no furniture, when the local people 
saw the nine children already there, it 
was not long before gifts came pouring 
in. Poole Pottery gave tea sets in delight- 
ful green porcelain; Fortés gave 12 
colourful chairs; curtains and _ screens 
were made by the Townswomen’s Guild; 
and because seven of the children are 
incontinent, someone supplied a Belling 
clothes drying cabinet for nappies. How- 
ever, like most centres, much everyday 
furniture is adapted and ordinary wooden 
chairs have wheels on their back legs 
to facilitate easy movement to and from 
the tables. 

The school enjoys very good relation- 
ships with the four local Education Com- 
mittees, Poole, Bournemouth, Dorset and 
Hampshire, who pay £100 p.a. for every 
child they send to the school. Poole Edu- 
cation Committee provide the dinners. 

In fact, the venture has proved to be 
such a success that people are very eager 
for their children to attend, so much so 
that many move into the district for this 
purpose. Now, with a big need for ex- 
pansion, it is hoped to build two more 
classrooms on to the existing building, 
the present classroom will be used as 
another physiotherapy room. In Septem- 
ber, two more teachers will be engaged; 
one fully qualified and the other a 
student teacher. 

One day, in the future, they hope the 
Ministry of Education will recognise their 
school, 
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EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 


Town Hall, Chester, May 28th 


A Report on the Address given by the Chairman, J. F. G. Emms 


{pee Chairman reported on the Society and its activities 
since the last A.G.M., held on October 3, 1959, and 
divided his report into three parts: The Society’s activities 
over the last six months or so and plans for the future; the 
proposed amalgamation with the B.C.W.S.; and an outline of 
the changes that might take place in the Society whether it 
merged with the B.C.W.S. or remained on its own. 

He said that the Society continued to enjoy a satisfactory 
income but, as they were working under a formal budget for 
the current year and an informal budget for the four follow- 
ing years, continued efforts at fund raising were of the utmost 
importance. 

The Society had made fine progress on the lines of the 
policy made after the financial crisis of 1956/57. This policy 
had been to complete outstanding capital works at the 
Society’s schools and centres, to extend the existing centres, 
to assist other bodies doing work for spastics, to encourage 
local groups in the setting-up and maintenance of their 
centres, and to implement the Society’s own large programme 
of new projects. 

This programme included purpose-built projects, which 
were a new departure for the Society. At present, however, 
the Society was experiencing great difficulty in obtaining 
suitable land on which to build. The Chairman mentioned 
the courses which the Society had arranged for houseparents, 
and for teachers and therapists, and the employment assess- 
ment courses and parent’s training courses, and said that the 
success of all these had shown the need to expand this section 
of the Society’s work. 

The Chairman spoke of the duties carried out by the various 
departments at Head Office, and hoped that very soon the 
Society would be in a position to announce a substantial 
advance in the medical research programme. 

He was pleased to announce the affiliation of the Dame 
Hannah Rogers School and the Percy Hedley School. 

The Stars Organisation for Spastics had had a successful 
first season at Colwall Court and were now hoping to set up 
a second project of some kind. 

The Chairman announced that the Society had received 
the report of the Ministry of Education on the Craig-y-Parc 
School, which was now recognised by the Ministry. The 
report had been given in most generous terms and had praised 
all sides of the school’s activities. He said that everyone could 
be very proud of the recognition and the terms in which it 
had been made. 


B.C.W.S. Merger 


Referring to the possibility of a merger with the B.C.W:S., 
the Chairman said that negotiations were still proceeding and 
all members would be advised of the next steps envisaged. 
No amalgamation could take place other than with the ap- 
proval of Members in General Meeting. 


Growth of the Society 


A rapidly growing Society must keep its machinery up with 
its numbers and its responsibilities. It must have changed and 
improved machinery to make the best use of its resources, 


10 


He spoke of the growth in stature and responsibility of the 
Society and of the corresponding developing and maturing 
in the transactions of our general meetings and said that he 
felt that any new Society could properly be assured that 
members would continue in the proper use of their domo- 
cratic rights. 

The new Executive Committee would be drawn from a 
rather wider source than hitherto and our present method of 
election might give rise to some difficulties at least in the 
early years. He asked that members should take great care 
when considering either the nomination or accepting nomina- 
tion and he hoped that members when voting would be pre- 
pared to give some priority in their minds to members 
nominated for election by the Executive Committee itself. 
Crystal Gazing 

The Chairman looked to the future and the great work 
ahead. He referred to the fact that to envisage what was to 
come one would have to be a crystal gazer, but that he would 
try to give his own personal opinion of the direction in which 
the Society should move. 

In order to obtain the maximum result from available re- 
sources he hoped for a dividing down of the jobs to be done, 
into manageable portions, and a dividing out of the available 
men and women into jobs of which they were most capable. 

The Chairman would like to see the sub-committees of the 
Executive Committee more powerful and more competent to 
act and would like to see a new sub-committee set up for the 
administration, assistance and development of the regional 
and local group services. 


The Regions 


He felt that regions should provide a positive service to 
the groups and their spastics, and, as far as possible, relieve 
the central body of some of the work and responsibility. 

Without prejudicing the independence of local groups the 
regions should become competent and compact units, pro- 
viding administrative and advisory services to the local groups, 
and providing their own welfare and employment services, 
possibly with the aid of appointed regional welfare and em- 
ployment officers. 

They should maintain contacts with Local Authorities and 
encourage them to provide the services that spastics need, as 
well as bringing the name and work of the Society to the 
attention of the general public. 


Local Groups 


The Chairman thought that the greatest changes would be 
seen in local groups. What was required was a more defined 
sense of purpose, and more men and women were needed, 
particularly at committee and officer level. The whole essence 
of the local society’s job, was that it had immediate and 
direct effect on the spastics in its area, and it should find out 
what those spastics needed, and how the necessary provisions 
could be made. 

Because the Society had a public name it was very much 
in the limelight. For the protection of the good name of 


(Continued on page 21) 


On the platform (from left to right): Rev. O. F. Peskett, 
Mrs. C. P. Stevens, Dr. Stevens, Mr. A. D. Delarue, 
Mr. H. C. Elvin with the staff in the background 


THE THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 


Courtesy: Tonbridge Free Press 
In the Hall: the pupils, parents and friends 


Speech Day 


and 


Opening of New Assembly Hall and Classroom Block 


EY, move over, let me see in the looking-glass.” “Is my 
tie straight?” “Help me brush my blazer.” “Hurry up, 
we don’t want to be late.” “Yes, you look fine, come on.” 

These cries and many more could be heard echoing through- 
out the school as the 60 resident teenage boys and girls 
hastened to get ready for their Speech Day and Prize-Giving. 
Many of their parents and friends would be there, ready to 
admire them and the new assembly hall which was receiving 
its official opening on this day of all days. Later there would 
be the new classroom block to show off, with its woodwork 
and metalwork rooms, new housecraft room, which had such 
fine up-to-date equipment, the science laboratory, rooms for 
art, crafts, and occupational therapy, and above all the new 
library. 

No one could fail to be impressed by this graceful new 
classroom block*, the line of which was reminiscent of Nash, 
almost a Regency Terrace, and by the superb hall with stage 
and dressing rooms and seating for 300, a monument to 
modern building design, materials and economy. 

It was certainly a day for making a fuss. Every morning 
one had to look tidy, but June 17, the combined Speech Day 
and official opening of £30,000 worth of new extensions, was 
a day for taking pains. 

The Thomas Delarue School, established in 1955 by the 
National Spastics Society, and officially recognised in 1957 
by the Ministry of Education, was marking the half-way 
point through the first decade of its existence; at this junc- 
ture, ending five years of sometimes very anxious experi- 
ment and endeavour. 

At the start of the proceedings at 3 o’clock, a short Dedi- 


cation Service was carried out by Rev. O. F. Peskett, Vicar 
*This was illustrated in the May issue. 


of St. Stephen’s Church, Tonbridge, and the extensions de- 
clared officially open by the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors, Mr. A. D. Delarue. 


Mr. H. B. Davies, the Headmaster, in his report, as well as 
expressing his gratitude for the enthusiasm and courage of 
the children and the co-operation of the staff, Governors, and 
members of the N.S.S., had a special word of thanks to the 
officers of the Kent Education Committee, through whose in- 
fluence, other authorities began to send pupils and thus 
served to increase the number of pupils beyond the original 
17 of the first year. 


All the students who reached the top of the Grammar 
stream passed the General Certificate of Education in four or 
more subjects at ordinary level, two had passed in one sub- 
ject at advanced level, and four were sitting advanced level 
papers this year. Other students had gained passes in one or 
more subjects at ordinary level. 


The severity of their disablement had prevented a very 
few from attempting examinations of any kind, and this 
served to underline strongly that the success of this school 
was not to be measured only in terms of passes in public 
examinations. Many more pupils have been enabled to live 
fuller, richer, lives, to come to terms with life and to find hope 
and something worthwhile in the future. 


Many more had learned to make beautiful and useful 
things, and found much pleasure and satisfaction in so doing, 
while at the same time gaining considerable physical benefit 
and improved manual dexterity. 


(Continued on page 18) 
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FIRST DEAF UNIT FOR SPASTICS 


IN THE WORLD 


AT THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 


Report on the Opening and Speech Day 


Wie was raining in Peterborough when the London visitors 
arrived for the special events taking place at Tixover 
Grange, Stamford. But driving along the winding roads 
through the flat countryside, threaded with rivers and streams, 
the rain soon ceased and by the time the cars had turned 
into the field, specially set aside for parking, the sun had 
begun to light up the faces of the people and the quiet charm 
of the Wilfred Pickles’ School. A huge marquee had been set 
out in the gardens with long trestle tables, decorated with 
floral arrangements, and little eye-catching confections so 
distinctive of an English afternoon tea-party. 

But the cucumber sandwiches, eclairs, buttered slices of 
currant loaf, and the endless cups of tea, were reserved for 
later in the afternoon, when they would fulfil their part in 
the immemorial ritual of English summer country engage- 
ments. 

Above the seeming serenity and tradition was an immense 
excitement. Like their Thomas Delarue counterparts, the 
Wilfred Pickles’ School combined its Speech Day and Prize- 
giving with the opening of a very important new unit. 

The first deaf school for spastic children in the world. 

Two new classrooms have been built, where, whether 
partially or severely deaf, the pupils will be able to hear, 
through small, special receivers worn on the clothing, instruc- 
tions spoken into the teacher’s microphone and re-radiated 
through an under-floor wire loop encircling each classroom. 

This latest technique will make it possible for any number 


Professor Ewing and Major Pedder watch the little girl having a 
lesson with her teacher 
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" NATIONAL SPASTICS SOCIETY 


THIS BUILDING. MADE POSSIBLE 
BY MANY DONATIONS AND GIFTS. 
WAS OPENED BY 


SIR ALEXANDER EWING 
M.A.. PH. D. 


PROFESSOR 6 DIRECTOR OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
OF THE DEAF 
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY 


ON 
8TH JULY 1960 


Commemoration Plaque 


of children, whether at their desks or moving about, to re- 
ceive instruction without wires to impede their movements. 

The bright airy assembly hall, which forms part of the new 
unit, was filled with people and the foot of the platform was 
a complete mass of flowering, leafy plants; their inspired 
grouping showing evidence of the loving arranger. 

Colour was everywhere, in the bright red and cream of the 
hall (which has also been specially wired for the benefit of 
the deaf children so that they may join in communal gather- 
ings), in the clothes of the visitors, from the deep purple of 
the Bishop’s long robe of office, to the sunshine yellow outfit 
worn by the Marchioness of Exeter who was to present the 
prizes. 

The Bishop of Peterborough, Dr. Robert Stopford, dedi- 
cated the Deaf Unit with a brief and sincere blessing. The 
occasion was honoured by the presence of one of the world’s 
foremost authorities on the deaf, Professor Alexander Ewing, 
Professor of the Deaf at Manchester University. 

Professor Ewing said he had been very impressed by the 
attitude of the children at Tixover; in their security, con- 
fidence and trust in the staff. He was also impressed by the 
staff itself. He wished he could have seen all sides of the 
school’s work and the conditions which made the children so 
alive, alert and responsive. 

The speaker paid a tribute to the parents of handicapped 
children. He met many in his work and always found great 
courage among them. They were often prepared to face what 
he would find hard to face himself. 

At Tixover they had the beginning of that development of 
personality which for the handicapped child, was the greatest 
gift they could be given in this world. 

The school had a national function to fulfil. There were 
300 children in the country who suffered from cerebral palsy, 
and at the same time needed special treatment for deafness. 

Introducing Professor Ewing, Mr. Eric Smith, Chairman 
of the Management Committee said that the unit, built at 
a cost of. £17,000, was the result of the combined efforts of 
the N.S.S. and private donors. He had a special word of 
praise for the “valiant achievements” of the Corby, Peter- 
borough and Stamford groups, who, supported by the school 
staff, had raised £4,500. 

He paid tribute to the staff for “the cheerful, devoted and, 
yes, quite wonderful work you are doing here.” As for the 
pupils, they lived up to the motto—“They can do it because 
they are confident they can.” 

In a vote of thanks to Professor Ewing, Dr. C. P. Stevens, 
Director of the N.S.S., said it was astonishing, that in this 
country they spent about six or seven million pounds on 
education, but on research—in finding out whether they were 
doing the right thing, in the best way—a paltry £30,000 to 
£40,000. That proportion was a national scandal. 
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Professor Ewing thanks a small pupil who has presented him with a button-hole at thz 
Opening Ceremony. On the platform from left to right: Major R. A. Pedder, Professor 
A, Ewing, Mr. Eric Smith, The Bishop of Peterborough, Lady Exeter, and Dr. C. P. 


Stevens 


Following the opening of the Unit, parties of parents, 
patrons and representatives of all the groups in the Eastern 
Region of the N.S.S. made a tour of the school. 

They were able to see the six fresh-faced and lively child- 
ren, in the specially built classrooms, busily engaged with their 
teacher in increasing vocabulary. Only a small battery pack 
on their chests and a neat hearing-aid indicated that they had 
imperfect hearing. 

As well as these two rooms, they saw the magnificently 
equipped domestic science unit, with its electric cookers, 
washing machines, spin dryers, sink units with tiled splash 
backs, modern vacuum cleaners, two kinds of ironing boards, 
and wooden tables and kitchen units filled with gadgets. 
Blue and white Marley tiles, white walls, and wide windows 


The distinguished visitors watch one of the pupils at work in the 
new classroom 


running the length of the room, give a 
bright feeling of freedom and ease. 

Pointing to the gleaming array of 
modern appliances, Mr. R. A. Pedder, 
the Headmaster, said, ““We feel we must 
give the older girls a better idea of 
what goes on in the world, and this is a 
natural development. That Bendix 
machine, for example,” he said, “will 
help them towards independence, if ever 
they should need to use a launderette.”’ 

Passing on to the handicraft room for 
boys, where everything from modelling 
to advanced phases of wood-work are 
tackled and achieved, the visitors felt 
they had walked into the sunshine. Not 
only did the room catch all the sun that 
streamed through its windows, but the 
effect was furthered by the walls, left in 
their natural state of yellow brick, and 
the floor of beige tiles. 

The marquee, housing its delectables, 
now came into its own, and the visitors 
gratefully congregated at the tables, to 
reassemble refreshed in the Hall, ready 
for the prize-giving and eager to hear the 
Headmaster’s report. 

The Headmaster, Major R. A. Pedder, 
said he had always considered their suc- 
cess would not be apparent until the end 
of the first five years. They had got to that stage. Now 
there was no doubt about the correctness of what they were 
doing—that could be clearly seen in their pupils. Five had 
been transferred to a Secondary and a Grammar School for 
extended schooling and were doing fairly well. One girl pro- 
gressed so well that she was eventually transferred to a normal 
Secondary Modern School where she continued to make 
progress. Three of his boys were able to be transferred to 
boys’ schools for non-physically handicapped. 

In December, the school was inspected and they hoped it 
would result in their final recognition by the Ministry of 
Education. 

Major Pedder said they had plans for further development, 
and were considering the provision of a swimming pool. 

He paid a tribute to the Staff at all levels for their devotion 
in the performance of their duties and their loyalty to him 
and the School. “I am pleased,” he continued, “that some of 
our younger unqualified members of staff have been inspired 
by our work and have since become qualified as Teachers, 
Nurses and Therapists, and are making their mark in other 
places. 

The new experiment with pupils with severe hearing loss 
would again be a challenge, but Mr. Pedder was sure this 
development would serve a most useful purpose. 

In ending his report Major Pedder echoed the feelings of 
the assembled company with the moving words: 

“Thank God for my humility, for my strength, and for my 
opportunity to serve so many less fortunate members of our 
community!” 

Speeches, prize-giving over, down from the platform stepped 
the dignitaries, to leave room for the grouped school-children, 
who sang sweet songs, and uttered some rather cheeky verse. 

Driving away from Tixover Grange, back to the everyday 
world, the fairy-like tones of the children’s chorus could be 
heard ringing in one’s ears. By this time the rain had stopped 
and the sun was out for good. 
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Concluding the Two-part Holiday Feature 


INNOCENTS ABROAD 


SWITZERLAND 


A Guide 


Switzerland 


ig was early in May that a party of thirty guides, guiders 

and rangers, including fifteen handicapped ones with thir- 
teen wheelchairs, left London for Switzerland. There were 
four spastics, including myself, who, with our captain, were 
delighted to represent East Yorkshire. 


The majority of us had stayed overnight in London at 
“Our Ark”, then Southend airport, Basle and train to Inter- 
laken where a coach was waiting to take us to our final 
destination, the Alpenrose Hotel, Wilderswill. 


Our first excursion was a trip by steamer on glorious Lake 
Thun, one side of which was bordered with tiers of fir trees, 
with snow-capped mountains beyond glistening in the sun- 
shine, and the other with green pasture land scattered with 
picturesque chalets. 


The following morning, surprise, surprise. We were invited 
to see on television the wedding of our Chief Ranger. Yes, 
no other than Princess Margaret. What an unexpected thrill! 
Another kind invitation extended to us was by the manager 
of the Kursaal, Interlaken, to see the Saturday evening 
International Variety Show. 


One of the highlights of our ten days in Switzerland was 
the visit to “Our Chalet” at Adelboden, where guides from 
all over the world are invited to spend a wonderful holiday. 
The approach road rises steeply, providing magnificent views 
in all directions and with alpine flowers growing in profusion. 
A feature of the exterior of the chalet were the shutters on 
which alpine flowers had been carved and then painted in 
glowing colours. Inside, the beautiful woodwork impressed 
us, and the more active members of the party saw the 
bedrooms where the floral designs were again in evidence. 
During the descent from “Our Chalet” to the village of 
Adleboden, it took three helpers with ropes to guide my 
wheelchair down steadily. 

And then there was Lucerne. A lakeside picnic in warm 
sunshine and, of course, shop gazing. That evening, as we 
were eating our supper, we could see the setting sun on the 
Jungfraujoch. It seemed just too beautiful. 


The last night at the Alpenrose Hotel, where we had been 
so well cared for, posed the problem of how to fit the 
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or 


How to leave home and like it 


souvenirs into the suitcases. But, like everyone else, we 
managed it. It also provided a mouthwatering treat in the 
form of meringues shaped like chalets, beautifully decorated 
and filled with ice cream. Super! And a Swiss girl in 
national costume entertained us with yodelling songs of the 
Bernese Oberland. 


We left with a profusion of memories; the snow-capped 
mountains, the lovely chalets with their colourful gardens, 
the pretty pinafores worn by all the girls, the clean trains and 
the wayside stations from which the passengers alight directly 
into the village street and, above all, the tinkling sound of 
the cow bells. 


On the return journey we were greeted at Basle by Doctor 
Doris Goodall, who had flown from London with a second 
party—the Middlesex West. They joined us on the plane for 
Southend. Many of us stayed overnight again at “Our Ark” 
before dispersing to our various destinations. It had been a 
holiday packed with new experiences and it was impossible 
not to feel overwhelmed with gratitude for the kindnesses 
shown on every hand throughout our travels. 


BETTY HEBBLETHWAITE. 


Jersey 


Welcome 


ON April 28th, sixteen of us, eight mothers, eight children, 
left Gatwick airport for the largest of the Channel 
Islands. The air trip was a thrill, being the first, and only 
one mother became sick. Neither had we ever been to Jersey, 
so it was an even bigger thrill. When we did arrive, there was 
an imposing reception. First of all we stood by the plane 
and were photographed and later saw the picture in the even- 
ing papers. 
Then the Jersey Group were waiting with a coach to take 
us to the homes of the families with whom we were to stay. 


Each morning we met and went on trips, and I think we 
must have seen every inch of the island, including the German 
underground hospital, the distinctive Glass Church, the zoo, 


where the management entertained us to tea, and the very old 
Portelet Inn. The boats by the Corbeire Lighthouse in St. 
Helier Harbour quite captivated the children. 

Halfway through the fortnight our hosts threw a party, 
and on top of an enormous tea, the children received choco- 
lates and pocket money. 

Actually I could keep on for ever, but one thing I must 
say. The weather was grand with sunshine all the while. 
Also I am sure the entire party would like to offer their 
grateful thanks to the N.W. Surrey and S.W. Surrey Groups 
for making it all possible—and the Jersey families who 
worked so hard and gave us a vacation beyond all praise. 


Mrs. E. Morton, 
Chertsey. 
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AN Aer Lingus Viscount jet-prop airliner, flying from 

Manchester to Dublin, was a “magic carpet” which took 
23-year-old spastic Peter Gilsenan on a journey to Ireland, 
the home country of his father. 

Peter, together with his father, had been given a week’s 
holiday in Dublin, which included the use of a car and the 
flights there and back. 

This was made possible by their friend, Miss Maura 
Thereas Durkin, who won the holiday in a competition 
organised by the “Catholic Herald”. Even before she entered 
the competition Miss Durkin told Peter, “If I win, the prize 
is yours.” 

Although he had never been to Ireland, Peter had read 
deeply about the country and its history, and was able to help 
with part of the competition, identifying photographs of Irish 
beauty spots. 

His benefactress was waiting for them in Dublin. In order 
to act as chauffeuse, she took a fortnight’s holiday in Ireland, 
the first week coinciding with the Gilsenan’s holiday. 

Mr. Gilsenan, a gardener and estate worker, charmed 
with the tour, said, “ One day we drove to Mullingar to see 
some relatives, and Miss Durkin took us to many beautiful 
spots. We went round County Wicklow and heard about the 
legends of St. Kevin, and my son brought back lots of books 
about the country.” 

Peter’s last words were, “ It seemed almost a pity to return 
home, but there was the flight back, and those hostesses, to 
look forward to!” 


ABOUT CRUISES— 


ALL these travellers, however, both from the national 

centres and local groups, were not the only ones lording 
it in foreign parts. David Kossoff, well-known star of stage 
and screen, and a member of the S.O.S., has recently returned 
from a cruise on the R.S.M. Strathmore. On board ship he met 
George Lacy, who is one of the great, in every sense of the 
word, Panto “dames”. With Mr. and Mrs. Lacy, David wrote 
and put on a “3-person show”, to the immense delight of the 
rest of the ship’s company. The show, plus the sale of copies 
of a letter he wrote and read in the show, plus an auction of 
two donated Wimbledon centre court seats, raised in all 
£281. This money is being sent to the N.S.S. by the P. & O. 
Shipping head office. 


AND LETTERS 


ee is generally agreed that holidays, and cruises in par- 
ticular, are ideal for letter-writing. Even the least literary 
will buy a card and regret the absence of homebound friends. 

But for most, a few days away from routine causes the 
production of the pens and the new notepaper. Quickly the 
virgin pages are covered with blue ink—or black or green— 
with the enthusiastic assurance that the news will hold equal 
fascination for the reader as the writer. 

That this is rarely so, does not, and indeed need not, daunt 
the latent man of letters. 

In order to conclude the feature on holidays, just such a 
letter is printed below. It is written by a bachelor to his 
mother while enjoying his first cruise—to Madeira. 

[Caution: for those readers who have been fired by the 
spirit of competition pervading the magazine. No prize is 
being given for the correct indentification of the author! 
Energies of this nature would be profitably directed to the 
photographic competition on page 17.—Ed.] 


S.S. Strathmore 
Dear Mother, 

I hope you are well and that Rover is over his distemper. 
Forgive me for not writing before but it has all been so be- 
wildering and interesting that I have not been settled enough 
in my mind. 

First I want to thank you for insisting that I took this 
holiday away from you this year. As you know I had many 
misgivings. But you were right. As you said, apart from 
teaching history to the Lower Third and my Stamp Col- 
lection, I have seen nothing. I am sure Mother dear that by 
the time this cruise is over I will have seen a little more. 

It is a very comfortable ship and nicely painted in yellow 
and white. Coloured gentlemen wipe it down all the time 
with little pieces of wet rag. The Captain seems to be sure 
of the way and is a quiet man. He is rather like Mr. Bates, 


who does Sixth Form Science. He is rather shy. The 
Captain. not Mr. Bates. 
The coming-aboard organisation was splendid. It was 


great fun climbing over heaps of baggage into my cabin. 
Which was the wrong one. But the lady and I are now firm 
friends and speak together each night whilst we undress. This 
is quite easy in next-door cabins. And at six o’clock each 
morning we lie and listen to our nice steward setting the 
crockery on his many trays. He does this on a most ingenious 
shelf which is outside my cabin. 

The Dining Room is splendid and so is the food. I eat at 
the first sitting and a coloured gentleman serves me with great 
courtesy. At about 15 minutes before the second sitting 

(Please turn to page 18) 
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Back again and with a long list of many more young 
people who are now settled in interesting jobs. 


Donald Bancroft, of Coalville, has commenced training at 

the William Turner Work Training Centre. 

Katharine Bebb, from Cumberland, is training as a nurse 
at Queen Mary’s Hospital for Children, at Carshalton, 
Surrey. 

Pat Bilney, from Kent, who is a house-parent at a N.S.S. 
School, has recently started on a special course for 
Child Care run by the Home Office. 

James Butler, who was on our most recent course at Irton 
Hall, has been placed in employment with Jules Duval 
of London, as a machine operator. 

Betty Channon, having completed a short domestic training 
course at the Arundel Hotel, is now working. 

David Edward, having completed his training at “‘ Sherrards,” 
has now obtained a job in a woodwork firm at 
Dagenham. 

Patricia Garrett, from Ashford, Kent, will be leaving 
technical college shortly and has a position awaiting 
her in a local publishers’ office. 

Pamela Gibson, from Lancashire, who was also on the 
course at Irton Hall, is now in training at the William 
Turner Work Centre. 

Eileen Gaskin, of Canterbury, has obtained a post as a 
tabulating machine operator, with a local firm. 

John Hansen, of Sleaford, who attended an Assessment 
Course at Colwall Court earlier in the year, is now 
happily employed as an Army batman. 

George Nolan, of Middlesbrough, and Alan Tonge, of 


EMPLOYMENT CORNER 


Pontefract, are both trying their hand at poultry- 
Keeping. 

John Parry, of Berkhamsted, has found employment as 
a buffer, polishing brush handles for a firm at Cheshunt. 

Edward Pearman, of Southampton, has started work at 
a local flour millers. 

Roy Prince, who has been training at the William Turner 
Work Centre, has now been placed as an operator of 
a heat-printing machine with a firm in Manchester. 

Sylvia Prior, from Brightwell, Berks., is happily working 
as a switchboard operator in the local hospital. 

Margaret Relph, of Maryport, Cumberland, has been 
started by Mr. A. Lubran, of Irton Hall School, as a 
member of his domestic staff. She is making very 
good progress. 

Maureen Riley, of Cumberland, who was on the Assess- 
ment Course at Irton Hall, has started as an assistant 
in the catering department of a local hotel. 

Walter Slack, of Andover, is now assembling T.V. cabinets 
for a firm in Derby. 

Trevor Smith, of London, is now working as a Tickopres 
operator with a firm at Tottenham. 

Terence Smith, of Bromley, Kent, has obtained a situation 
helping in a South London garage. 

Graham Spruce, from Nuneaton, is working at Wool- 
worth’s Stores. 

Cecilia Stockman, of Dover, has recently started work in 
the office of a South London firm. 

Christine Torpy, of Bradford, is working as a Tickopres 
operator in a local firm. 


EVERY EIGHT HOURS... 


Probably one of the most important 
events in the life of the Society so far, 
was the press conference, held on Fri- 
day, Fuly 15, at the Waldorf Hotel, to 
announce the endowment of the first 
Professorship of Child Health Research 
in the world, in conjunction with a 
£2m. Programme of Research into the 
causes of Cerebral Palsy. 


On the following Sunday an article 
written by Dr. C. P. Stevens, the 
Society's Director, appeared in the 
Sunday Times. This is the fullest 
article on Cerebral Palsy ever pub- 
lished in a national newspaper in this 
country or any other. 


A reprint of Dr. Steven’s article is 
inserted in this number. The interest 
taken by the press and further details 
of the conference will be fully reported 
in the next issue of the SPASTICS 
NEws. 


16 


THERE ARE NO 


CRISPs 


TO EQUAL 
SM| TH’S 


FOR QUALITY AND FLAVOUR 


ENTER NOW! 


OUR 


PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 


BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE—A WORD OF ADVICE. 
Join the competition and prizes will definitely follow. To remind 
you, here are some of the exciting prizes that you can win: 


A HORIZON HOLIDAY, a fortnight in a hotel at a 
wonderful Mediterranean seaside resort. This holiday has 
been generously donated by Horizon Holidays Ltd., and will be 


arranged for Summer 1961. 
A KODAK Camera 
A RONSON Lighter for men 
A RONSON Lighter for ladies 


A SMITHS De Luxe Travelling Alarm Clock 
Further prizes to be won will be announced in subsequent 


issues of the SPASTICS NEWS. 


The Panel 


The Viscountess Lewisham. 

Mary Grieve, Editor of Woman. 

Gerald Cook, Art Editor of Daily 
Express. 

Norman Hall, Editor of Photography. 

Tom Hustler, Director of Dorothy 

Wilding Portraits Ltd. 

Stephen McAdden, C.B.E., M.P. 


Rules 


The competition is in four sections, 
and photographs should be submitted on 
glossy paper. No size is specified but, 
naturally, the larger the print the better, 
as this will help the judges. 


Seemingly the photographic interpretation of the front cover. One 


of the children at the Worplesdon Day Centre. 


Taken by Donald 


McLaine of Surrey. Donald wins a prize of £1 1s. Od. 


Address your entries to: Photographic 
Competition, SPASTICS NEws, 28 Fitzroy 
Square, London, W.1. 


Please write your name and address 
on the back and state for which section 
you wish to enter your photograph. 


1. For SPAsTICSs ONLY—This section 
will be confined to any subject taken 
by spastics, adult and children. 


2. ABOUT SPASTICS—This is open to any 
reader whether he or she be a spastic 
or not, but the photographs submitted 
under this heading should only be 
about spastics, showing them at work 
or play. 


3. Most UNuUsUAL—This is open to any 
reader and will be judged entirely on 
its originality. 

4. JOLLY HoLipAy SNAP—Open to any 
reader and should give some good 
opportunities for those who have 
never used a camera before. 


Ist, 2nd and 3rd prizes must be won 
in each section. The main prize of the 
Horizon Holiday will go to the photo- 
graph, considered by the panel, to be the 
best one in any class. 

Each month a prize of one guinea will 


be given for each photograph published 
in SPASTICS NEws. 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE No. 3 


(Solution in August issue ) 


i 2 0 Scene 
20GGe8 2 
o 8 8 2508888 
2 2 2 
of 8 Jenene 

Jo © 2 
8 8 ae 
ne 2 2 
EB 0 SSS00008 
FC | ace 
Pero 
Frito eee 
Sf 8 J0888800e: 


ACROSS 


4. The lion beat it round the town. 7. 
8. Without beginning or end. 7. 


Trenchant. 8. 


Telling of old friends’ reunion. 7. 

They are never on our side. 7. 

Odd that one can get disease from such a healthy place. 7. 
The only flower to have a cone about it. 7. 

Relatives who seldom ever finish dressing! 7. 

17. From south to north weed straggles in this country. 6. 

21. It is achieved by repeated underlining. 8. 

A snap shot is all he lies in wait for. 6. 

Nice Lava of Spanish origin. 8. 

24. The pipesmoker’s remains as it were. 6. 

2 The very “absolute? 


in a matter of silk. 8. 


DOWN 


His Helen went io Paris for ten years. 8. 
She was the last word in faithful wives. 8. 


Ordains encroachment. 7. 

. The hole blown by “force II’? 7. 
7. They may nearly be worth their weight in gold. 7. 
14. An urge to rash action. 
15. That man with the magic sponge! 7. 
Fruit used punningly as explanations. 7. 
Its first part might blow the glass in. 6. 
Yet he’s no “stand in” in French politics. 6. 
Anatomical lines of communication as it were. 6. 


1 
2 
Sh: 
4. 2’s wandering husband. 7. 
5a 
6 
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s.s. Strathmore—(continued from page 15) 


arrives, he replaces all the dirty with clean, comes a little 
nearer, and then stands very still. It is rather sinister, but I 
think he likes me. As I get up to go he always gives me a 
big, beautiful smile. 

The other passengers are very interesting and pleasant. 
Nobody spoke to anyone at all for two days. The first day 
because they were, perhaps, a little reserved, the second day 
because, like myself, they were rather unwilling to open the 
mouth. Strange thing Mother dear, a pale green face rather 
suits me. The third night we had a Gala and everyone put 
on funny hats. Mine was a Toreador’s hat and made me feel 
rather foreign. But you have no cause for alarm, for I soon 
took it off. 

There are odd customs and habits among the more ex- 
perienced passengers. Most interesting. On the third morn- 
ing they managed to hold the ship more still and I went onto 
the deck after breakfast. As a lady and gentleman approached 
me I remarked on the mildness of the weather for the time 
of year. They made no reply but pushed me aside and 
shouted “‘ Five! Two more!” 

Also there are many more people who are playful in a 
charming way. They spend all day in quiet-voiced conversa- 
tion, in eating their meals in a genteel manner, and in sleep- 
ing peacefully in different parts of the ship. But they watch 
me. And when I have gone to bed and put out my light and 
composed myself, they all, at the same time, begin their 
game of “Slamdoor”. Also they jokingly arrange cabins far 
from each other so they also play “Many Times Goodnight 
Shout”. And “Door Crash”. And “Shoe Drop”. 

When we drew into Madeira many small boats approached 
the ship each with a man and boy in. The man shouted up 
to us that we should throw down a coin and he would throw 


THOMAS DELARUE SPEECH DAY 
(Continued from page 11) 

Mr. Davies went on, “But the acid test or true criterion 
of success for the school, is the final tale of its students. 
Where have they gone, what are they doing?” 

“In all 12 boys and 14 girls have left during these past 
five years, and of these 26 young people, nine have secured 
full-time gainful employment, five have gone on to Sherrards 
Training Centre, three have gone to Technical Colleges and 
one to an Agricultural College, making a total of 18 in em- 
ployment or receiving further training with a view to employ- 
ment and regarded as employable, i.e. 18 out of 26, or 69 per 
cent., which I submit is a pretty good result.” 

He was deeply concerned about the future of those students 
who were of high intelligence and high educational attainment, 
but who were so handicapped as to be unemployable in the 
ordinary sense. How were they to live out their lives in a way 
which was satisfying and worthwhile to them, and where were 
they to live if circumstances were such that they could not 
live at home? He asked for it to be remembered that the 
physical factors of parental age, bodily weight, and incon- 
venience of the house, might make it impossible for them to 
live at home. 

“I have asked the N.S.S.,” he continued, “to give urgent 
consideration to the plight of these young people and I know 
that the matter is, in fact, well in hand. It is just another of 
the special problems which are continually pressing in on us, 
and with which our Society must deal, for no one else will. 
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his son into the sea to retrieve it. A gentleman aboard, called 
Mr. Kossoff, I think (an actor they tell me, but it seems 
unlikely) proposed to the man that he, the man, should throw 
a small coin up and he, Mr. Kossoff, would throw down one 
of his sons. This idea seemed popular but was not gone ahead 
with. Also other boats were loaded with wicker work furniture 
and I was very much tempted to buy a large settee, if only to 
see your face when you met me at the station. 

When we landed at Madeira I went for a ride on a sort of 
Father Christmas sledge drawn by two bullocks. I would 
have quite enjoyed it but the wind was blowing past them 
at me. We then visited a Wine Lodge where I was given 
sample drinks of many different wines. Many different. I am 
a little vague about what happened after that. If a large 
barrel arrives sign for it. 

Yesterday we landed at Barcelona. Nearly everybody I 
noticed was Spanish. I went to a fascinating place called the 
Spanish Village, where many crafts are demonstrated. I stood 
for a long time watching the workers in glass. Fascinating. 
At last my patience was rewarded. The glass-blower sucked. 

Last night I went to a nightclub for the first time. With 
my lady friend. We went to a place where Flamenco is sung 
and danced. I think the dancers look haughty and cross 
because their feet hurt from their stamping. I offered them 
both some refreshment and twelve more appeared. To show 
their gratitude they all sat down very close to us and shouted 
in our faces. We had lemonade. I don’t know what they 
had, but the bill was £26 15s. Od. 

I will close now, as I have to get ready for the Fancy 
Dress Ball. I am going, I think, to put my Toreador hat 
back on. I have bought you a shawl. For the piano. I look 
forward to our reunion. 

Your dutiful son, 
EDWIN. 


It would be tragic indeed if they were given a good education 
and trained to use their high intellectual qualities only to be 
relegated to an ordinary residential centre catering for the 
spastic of average, or below average, ability. They must 
have their own separate quarters with private bed-sitting 
rooms and quiet rooms for the pursuit of intellectual activi- 
ties, and a common room for discussion and relaxation, where 
they can live independent adult lives as individuals and not 
always in the company of others.” 

And to his school pupils, Mr. Davies said that it was as 
important to be happy and efficient in social relationships as 
it was to try to earn one’s own living. The lad who could 
share his pals’ interest and enthusiasm over a football game 
because he understood it, and the girl who could enjoy with 
her friends the thrill of opera and symphony, book or play, 
would be happier citizens whatever the physical limitations. 

Presenting the prizes to the best pupils, was Mr. H. L. 
Elvin, M.A., Director of the University of London Institute of 
Education, who was later thanked by Dr. C. P. Stevens, the 
Society’s Director, for his part in the day’s proceedings. Mr. 
Elvin said that although some of the pupils were following a 
grammar school stream and the others a modern stream, the 
feeling was that of one school. “No school in five years,” he 
declared, “had made such an encouraging start and such a 
decisive mark.” 

Hearing such abundant praise resounding through their own 
new hall, obviously justified the freshly-washed faces and 
neatly combed hair. 


PART I[[I—Conclusion 


A report on services to persons with cerebral palsy in the United States of America 


TOWARD INTEGRATION 


by Joan Armitage 


RESPONSIBILITY TO THE COMMUNITY 


Comparatively few students with cerebral palsy proceed to 
academic education at the post-elementary level. At the age 
of 16 most of them, formerly secure in a school community, 
must contemplate competition with the wider world. If these 
students are mature, having learned “to love and to work” 
(Sigmund Freud), then they should be beginning to recognise 
their responsibility to this wider community. Integration at 
the school level is without purpose if the handicapped are not 
thereby being helped to develop wholesome attitudes toward 
society. Ideally they will have developed that sense of per- 
sonal worth which will make them valuable contributors and 
acceptable members. 

Over a period of two years I had opportunities to meet 
many adults with cerebral palsy. Too many had failed in 
the business of living because their outlook had become 
warped and their personality had become correspondingly 
unattractive. A chip on the shoulder is far more handicapping 
socially than spasticity or athetosis. Resilient personalities 
are needed if society attitudes are to be withstood and per- 
sonal dignity maintained. 

According to Dr. William M. Cruickshank, Director of 
Education for Exceptional Children at Syracuse University, 
New York, there are eight basic human needs—to belong, to 
have a feeling of economic security, to be free from fear, to 
love and be loved, to be free from intense feelings of guilt, 
to share in decision making and to understand the world. 
Persons with cerebral palsy seek these goals with the rest of 
us but the difference lies in the fact that, as a group, they are 
more prone to develop personality traits. This is the chal- 
lenge to the educator and his responsibility is great in the 
preparation of his pupils for vocational placement. 

The Widney School, in Los Angeles, is a High School 
for the physically handicapped, aware of its responsibility 
and striving to meet the challenge. The school offers a 
college preparatory course and also a non-academic course 
leading to a high school diploma. The curriculum followed 
is that of the Los Angeles City High Schools though it is 
necessarily more flexible. Much individual instruction is in- 
volved. Students have their own Student Council and they 
conduct assembly programmes. School parties and competi- 
tive games provide opportunities to meet students from the 
regular schools. The Board of Education provides a full-time 
Supervisor of Vocational Rehabilitation who prepares students 
for the vocational training and placement arranged by the 
State Bureau for vocational rehabilitation when they leave 
school. Students in their final year, academic, attend classes 
arranged to cover all the problems of the handicapped teen- 
ager, including the problem of acceptance in the community. 
The classes are run on a discussion basis with some instruction 
in such matters as insurance, income tax, pertaining to the 
management of their private affairs. About one month at 
the end of the course is given to job-assessment—a specially 


devised variety of tests in the different work categories. Non- 
academic students who can benefit from work experience, 
spend their afternoons at the benches of the Sheltered Work- 
shop of the Crippled Children’s Society. The purposes of 
this pre-vocational course in the High School are set forth as 
follows : — 

1. To allow the students to explore the activities and de- 

mands of the work-world. 

2. To establish good attitudes towards work. 

3. To develop good work habits. 

4. To promote co-operative attitudes towards fellow- 

workers, 

. To form habits of punctuality and neatness. 

To generate the feeling of achievement and self-reliance. 

. To merge job-requirements with class-room learning. 

. To foster good employer/employee relationships. 

. To ease the transition from school to full-time work. 
10. To develop certain basic skills. 

By the students’ own account, they were able to assess their 

physical limitations in relation to work skills needed for cer- 

tain jobs; they received the work experience needed to intro- 

duce them to the work field; they learned to know and 

associate with other people of all ages. 

Probably the development of certain basic skills is the 
least important aspect of this effective programme. The de- 
velopment of right and proper attitudes is all-important. 

The Jewish Vocational Service and Employment Centre 
in Chicago has proved this many times in its dealings with 
persons who, over an extended period of time, have been 
unable to retain employment despite job-training. It has 
been found that vocational problems do not appear to bear 
directly upon type of disability or mastery of handicap. The 
most insidious problems have been found to be : — 

Inadaptability to pressures and demands of a work 

environment. 

Interpersonal relationships on the job. 

Psychological barriers to the use of abilities. 
The staff of the Jewish Vocational Service are slowly estab- 
lishing attitudes which could be formed at an earlier stage 
in the preparation of handicapped people for jobs. 


OOPmNINN 


PROFIT FROM COMMUNITY RESOURCES 


An increasing number of communities offer guidance and 
counselling services for the young adult person with cerebral 
palsy who is eager to plan for the future. It becomes very 
evident that, unless counselling is of the highest standard, 
given in the knowledge of realistic goals for the handicapped, 
it can be very harmful to the counselled individual. There 
have been cases where goals have been set too high and em- 
ployers and college staff have allowed pity to influence them 
in their assessment of the handicapped. This leads to utter 
frustration and has destroyed personal dignity where it should 
have been restored. 
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It has been truly said that the handicapped never are re- 
jected by the world quite so intensely as they reject them- 
selves. Dr. Vernon Tracht, who is Director of Adult Activi- 
ties with United Cerebral Palsy in Chicago, states that the 
counsellor should have acquired, through rich experience, a 
philosophical attitude which inspires confidence and reflects 
a belief in the purposefulness of human life generally, and 
the individual worth of every handicapped person. 


Workshops 


Where counselling leads to an industrial occupation, train- 
ing in work-skills is always required. Training centres and 
industrial workshops have been established. Some exist 
entirely to teach skills with a view to graduating trainees 
to regular industry as soon as possible. Some, like the 
Lawrence L. Frank Workshop in Los Angeles, put more 
emphasis upon emotional adjustment than upon the learning 
of specific skills. This workshop, run by the National Society 
for Crippled Children and Adults, avoids one-track training 
for the following reasons : — 

1. Where jobs are scarce for the handicapped, it is more 

important to train them to adjust to the jobs offered. 

2. A sense of security develops with the philosophy that if 

one job fails there is hope of another. 

3. Variety of jobs in the workshop develops personality. 

The United Cerebral Palsy of Los Angeles County, on the 
other hand, operates an Industrial Production Training Work- 
shop with the express purpose of placing trainees in industry 
as soon as they are trained in one particular skill. Trainees 
are carefully screened and evaluated. The programme offers 
job reality training, job experience and counselling. The 
evaluation is made in the Occupational Therapy Department 
where tests are given in manual dexterity, aptitude and famili- 
arity with tools. The Job-Reality Training Department is set 
up in a separate room for the re-creation of job-situations. 
Here the trainee is assessed as to his ability to handle the 
tools and machinery of the workshop and to carry a job 
through. Samples of all types of jobs offered in the workshop 
are available for experimentation and each is performed and 
studied by the candidate. Job-experience in the workshop 
proper begins with a trial at each job and continues in a 
selected job chosen in accordance with the abilities and per- 
formance of the trainee. Usually about one month elapses 
between the filing of an application for training and com- 
mencement of work in the shop. The average training period 
is one to two years. There is no provision for the terminal 
worker in this shop. Twenty per cent. in 1955 and 25 per 
cent. in 1956, were accepted for gainful employment and in 
this way the more employable persons with cerebral palsy are 
integrated into the work community. The slogan of the 
workshop is “ C.P. Can Produce.” 

Less selective programmes more often combine Industrial 
and Sheltered Workshop services. This is particularly the 
case where programmes are set up exclusively for the cerebral 
palsied. Adults with cerebral palsy are currently those who 
were born too early to benefit from education and treatment 
programmes. The crippling effects of their condition have 
rendered them less employable and for many of them inte- 
gration is not possible. It was noticeable that the least em- 
ployable in the workshops for all types of physically handi- 
capped people, were those with cerebral palsy. 

The great need for a terminal Sheltered Workshop is being 
met effectively in Seattle, where United Cerebral Palsy of 
King County have converted a laundry building into a work- 
shop which will accommodate 50 workers. It is interesting 
to note that its aims do not include placement in industry. 


20 


Cerebral Palsy Workshop, Seattle, Washington. Working on sub- 


contracts from Boeing Aircraft 


They aim to develop potentialities within individuals, to re- 
lieve parents, to promote social growth. Most of the work is 
under sub-contract from Boeing Aircraft Co.—the largest 
local industry. It is the aim of the foreman to widen the 
field of work and secure contracts with other firms. Basic pay 
for all workers is 25 cents per hour, though, in fact, the most 
severely limited workers do not earn this amount. Pay there- 
after is based on output and can rise to a maximum of 
one dollar, 25 cents. Workers are paid from the receipts 
of the workshop which, at the time of my visit, exceeded the 
amount paid out in wages. Industrial rates are a little higher 
and so those who might progress beyond the Sheltered Work- 
shop have wage-incentive to do so. The workers seemed satis- 
field and contented. Working beside them at the benches, I 
found the frustration rate to be very low. 

It is higher, however, when workers leave the security of 
their segregated workshop to make the journey home and to 
compete once again with non-handicapped society. Here are 
the problems of integration for persons who have reached 
adulthood without preparation for it and for whom the 
community has not been prepared. An interesting experiment 
in housing for workers who live out of town or need to live 
away from home is in its early stages. The services of one 
lady who keeps a rooming-house for the handicapped have 
been much appreciated and United Cerebral Palsy were 
negotiating to provide her with larger premises to extend the 
scope of her work. Such a project has many possibilities and 
could be an excellent means of developing community aware- 
ness and greater confidence and independence in the handi- 
capped people. 


Recreation for Severely Handicapped Adults 


Interesting experimental programmes are being set up to 
meet the recreational needs of adults with cerebral palsy who 
are home-bound and for whom there is no existing employ- 
ment. Many such people are severely crippled—too old to 
have benefited from treatment during their childhood or too 
mentally handicapped to overcome their limitations. For 
them, the first approach to society is through membership of 
a recreational club, where they can meet others similarly 
handicapped and facing the same problems of emotional and 
social adjustment. 


_A programme has been organised by United Cerebral 
Palsy of Chicago. This is the Erie Neighbourhood House 
Adult C.P. Project. Applicants, no younger than 17, are 
screened to assess their ability to profit from the programme, 
by two social workers of U.C.P. and the appointed Director 
of the project. The facilities of the club are in great demand 
and two additional groups have been formed in out-lying 
districts of Chicago. All three are filled to capacity. 

At Erie Neighbourhood House, about 25 members meet 
three times a month. They are given every encouragement to 
run the club through their own organising committee. Mem- 
bers speak very freely in meeting and obviously benefit from 
the sharing of responsibility in a group situation. At the time 
of my visit, members of the organising committee were in 
session; a knock-out checkers match was in progress and a 
birthday party was the climax of the evening. Some of the 
activities clearly have a pre-vocational bias. 

There are experiments in group approach to some jobs. 
Most of the club members are not employable through the 
usual channels but there is the possibility that two or three 
could share a small business and operate it between them. 
The Bell Telephone Company had furnished the club with a 
telephone system corresponding exactly with the normal 
telephoning procedure. Three girls were effectively mastering 
use of the telephone. Their eventual efficiency might mean 
useful partnership in some home-telephoning agency. 

Profiles on each member are kept by the Director. He is 
searching for the best way to help each individual with per- 
sonal and social problems and he tries to assess the vocational 
potential of each member. This project is certainly helping 
severely handicapped adults to see beyond their personal 
limitations. 


Care of the most Severely Handicapped 


Any realistic assessment of the problems of cerebral palsy 
will give rise to deep concern on behalf of those children 
and adults for whom there is no hope of integration with 
society. Many are in need of care and protection in a segre- 
gated situation and are too often in danger of being forgotten. 
Outside the large State Institution for the Mentally Handi- 
capped, where there are some facilities for the physically 
handicapped, there are isolated attempts of dedicated people 
to meet this great need. In Los Angeles there is a growing 
awareness of the need of a service equivalent to our Ponds 
Home for Young Adults which can guarantee full home-care 
for dependent persons. 

In Atlanta, Mr. and Mrs. Gatchell operate a private resi- 
dential programme for those children who are too. handi- 
capped for enrolment at the Atlanta School/Clinic, and those 
whose parents have problems of adjustment at home can best 
be solved through the child’s placement in a residential situ- 
ation. For the most part, prognosis is very poor but Mr. and 
Mrs. Gatchell are challenged by the “hopeless ” child. Mrs. 
Gatchell is a fully trained physio-therapist and the service 
was inspired by the need of her more severely handicapped 
private patients and their parents. Mr. Gatchell administrates 
the programme and his sister teaches those children who 
respond to education. There are four attendants who cover 
kitchen and house-mother duties until 8 p.m. daily. After 
this time Mr. and Mrs. Gatchell are in charge of the “family”. 
The school has recently become affiliated with the re-organised 
Cerebral Palsy Society of Georgia Inc., and there are plans 
for a new building and an extended programme which will 
provide facilities for resident adults on a long-term basis. 
The cottage plan is envisaged. 


The personal problem of providing for their own son has 
inspired Mr. and Mrs. Goldman to establish their Normal 
Home for Handicapped People in Miami, Florida. Some of 
their guests are permanently placed with them, some are 
transient, some come for holidays, week-ends or for odd days 
when their parents need relief. The aim is to preserve the 
home atmosphere and develop independence within the home- 
setting. Two of the six residents were attending the neigh- 
bourhood Public School. The rest were adult. The Gold- 
mans care for all with the help of one maid. 

In New York City, a number of home-bound children with 
cerebral palsy enjoy contacts beyond the immediate family 
circle through the work of the Handicapped Children’s Home- 
Service. Currently about 53 volunteers are making weekly 
or more frequent visits to 68 disabled children. The scheme 
of work and recreation for each child is carefully planned in 
close co-operation with home-teachers from the Public 
Schools System. The Service, founded in 1939 by its present 
Director, Mrs. Margery McMullin, is supported entirely by 
voluntary contributions. 

Such dedicated work underlines great need in this branch 
of the work and will, no doubt, bring it to the attention of 
the larger agencies. 


IN CONCLUSION 


Let us consider our own personal approach to these “ dif- 
ferent ” members of our society. What does integration mean 
in terms of human understanding and courage on the part of 
the non-handicapped? Do Vivan Moffitt’s Beatitudes for the 
Friends of Spastics pose too great a problem? “ Blessed ”, 
she says, “‘ are those who take time to listen to spastic speech; 
for they help us to know that if we persevere we can be 
understood; blessed, those who walk with us in public places 
and ignore the stares of strangers; those who never bid us 
hurry and who do not snatch our tasks from our hands to do 
them for us; those who stand beside us when we enter new 
and untried ventures; those who ask our help; those who 
assure us that the thing that makes us individuals is not in 
our peculiar muscles, but in the God-given self which no in- 
firmity can confine.” 

A two-fold challenge which must first be met in the family, 
next in school and finally in the community. 

' (Concluded ) 


CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS (continued from page 9) 


spastics and for their own good name, groups would, in time, 
have to accept more supervision and advice from the central 
organisation. Every properly run group would welcome this. 

The Chairman said that a lot of time had been spent on 
discussing these organisational methods because it would not 
be long before the detailed proposals for amalgamation were 
put before members, for approval. It was necessary that these 
problems should be well considered in advance. 


Summing Up 

The Chairman concluded by saying that the Society was 
dedicated to work for the benefit of a group of people who, 
in the main, were unable to take part themselves. The mem- 
bers therefore held the cause of spastics in trust, on behalf of 
spastics, and they should at all times govern their thoughts, 
speech, and actions in the light of this trusteeship. This 
demanded an exacting standard in all things. He felt that the 
Society could say that it had not failed them yet, and he 
didn’t think it would fail them in the future. 
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Group Alterations 


Change of Address: 
N.S.S. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Member and Chairman of the Employment 
Committee: 

E. BARNETT, Esq., 

6 Frensham Drive, 

Rosehill Estate, 

Hitchin, Herts. 


Change of Officials: 

CROSBY & DISTRICT GROUP 
Chairman & Permanent Group 
Representative: 

Mrs. B. WILSON, 
41 Myers Road West, 
Great Crosby, 
Liverpool, 23. 
Secretary: 

Dr. F, A. WILSON, 
41 Myers Road West, 
Great Crosby, 
Liverpool, 23. 


EAST LONDON SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Hon. Secretary: 
FF. GS LWIDELE, Esq:; 
145 Bush Elms Road, 
Hornchurch, Essex. 


EAST SUSSEX GROUP—Hastings and 
District 

Chairman: 

F. GEALL, Esq., 

*Roughlands”’, 

Hawthylands Road, 

Hailsham, Sussex. 


NORTHAMPTON & COUNTY BRANCH 
Hon. Treasurer: 
Mrs. R. A. JEFFS, 
41 Chestnut Street, 
Northampton. 
Hon, Secretary: 
R. J. MILLER, Esq., 
“Merrifield”, 
High Street, A Nicholas 
Wooton, Product 
Northants. 


NORTH LONDON GROUP 
Chairman: Mrs. M. Taylor, M.C.S.P., 
Hon. Secretary: Mrs. V. TURNER. 
Hon, Treasurer: Mr. E. TURNER. 


SOUTHAMPTON & DISTRICT 
SPASTICS ASSOCIATION 
Assistant Treasurer: 
F. G. EVANS, Esgq., 
15 Carisbrooke Drive, 
Bitterne, 
Southampton. 
Secretary: 
R. WELCH, Esq., 
7 Rose Road, 
Southampton. 
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ONE DEGREE UNDER? — 


—you'll never catch me without 
my ‘ASPRO’ I always take ‘Aspro’ when 


I feel a cold coming—it’s wonderful for sore 
throats, and that aching, shivery feeling you 
get. I take ‘Aspro’ for headaches too—it’s the 
best medicine I know for getting rid of pain. 


‘Aspro’ does not [A L 
harm the heart 


Classified Ad. 


“Parents of severely handicapped spastic child offered 
holiday accommodation in Reading from 1 to 22 September. 
Ground floor, flat with pleasant garden offered free to 
enable family to have a holiday. Please contact: Miss E. F. 
Townsend, Senior Social Worker, N.S.S., 105 Oxford Street, 
W.1. (REGent 0701.) 


Eastern Region 

(Harry G. Knight, 

58 Park Road, 

Peterborough, 

Northants). Tel: Peterborough 67045. 
Chesterfield and District Spastics Society 
Corby and District Branch 
Derby and District Branch of NSS 
Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Spastics 

Society 
Ipswich Branch 
Leicester and Leicestershire Spastics 

Society 
Lincoln Branch 
Mansfield and District Friends of Spastics 

Group 
Norfolk and Norwich Spastic Association 
Northampton and County Branch 
Nottingham Friends of Spastics Group 

(Sub-Committee of Nottingham District 

Cripples Guild) 

Peterborough and District Group 
Scunthorpe and District Spastic Society 
Stamford Branch 


Midland Region 


(Officer to be appointed in 1960) 
Cannock Chase Spastic Association 


Coventry and District Spastics Society 
Dudley and District Spastic Group 
Ludlow and District Spastics Society 
North Staffordshire Spastic Association 
Shrewsbury and District Spastics Group 
Stafford and District Spastics Association 
Worcester and District Branch 


North Region 


(Roland 7. F. Whyte 
N.S.S. Trevelyan Chambers, 


7 Boar Lanc, Leeds, 1). 
Barnsley and District Association 
Birkenhead Spastic Children’s Society 
Blackburn and District Group 
Blackpool and Fylde Spastic Group 
Bollington, Macclesfield and District 
Bolton and District Group 
Bradford and District Branch 
Castleford Spastics Group 
Chester and District Spastics Association 
Crewe and District Spastics Society 
Crosby and District Spastics Society 
Cumberland, Westmorland and Furness 
Spastics Society 
Darlington and District Spastics Society 
Dewsbury and District Spastics Society 
Furness and District Spastic and Handi- 
capped Children’s Society 
Goole and District Spastics Association 
Halifax and District Spastic Group 
Hull Group, The Friends of the Spastics 
Society in Hull and District 


N.s.S. Regions 


Disposition of the Groups 


Lancaster, Morecambe and District Group 

Leeds and District Spastics Society 

Oldham and District Spastic Society 

Pontefract and District Spastics Society 

Preston and District Group 

Rawmarsh and Parkgate Spastics Society 

Rossendale Spastic Group 

Sale, Altrincham and District Spastics 
Society 

Sheffield and District Spastics Society 

Southport, Formby and District Spastics 
Society 

Stockport, East Cheshire and High Peak 
Spastics Society 

Sunderland and District Spastics Society 

Tees-side Parents and Friends of Spastics 

Urmston and District Group 

Warrington and District Group for the 
Welfare of Spastics 

Widnes Spastic Fellowship Group 

York and District Spastics Group 


Northern Home Counties Region 

(Robert C. Lemarie, 

Woodlands, 

1 Melbourne Road, Bushey, Herts). 
Bedford and District Branch of NSS 
Bishop’s Stortford Group, Herts Spastics 

Society 
Central Middlesex Spastics Welfare 

Society 
Clacton and District Group 
Colchester and District Group 
East Herts Group, Herts Spastics Society 
East London Spastic Society 
Epping Forest and District Branch of NSS 
Essex Group 
Harlow and District Branch 
Hatfield Group, Herts Spastics Society 
Hemel Hempstead Group, Herts Spastics 

Society 
Hitchin and District Friends of Spastics 
Ilford and District Spastics Association 
Luton and District Spastics Group 
Maidenhead Friends of Spastics Group 
North London Area Association of Parents 

and Friends of Spastics 
North-West London Group 
Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare Society 
Reading and District Spastics Welfare 

Society 
Slough and District Spastics Welfare 

Society 
Southend-on-Sea and District Spastics 

Society 
South-West Middlesex Group 
St. Albans and District Group, Herts 

Spastics Society 
Watford and District Group, Herts 

Spastics Society 


Welwyn Garden City and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 
Wycombe and District Spastics Society 


South-East Region 


(Simon T. Langley 
137 Upper Grosvenor Road, 


Tunbridge Wells, Kent). 

Bournemouth, Poole and District Spastic 
Society 

Brighton, Hove and District Branch 

Bromley and District Spastics Group 

Central Surrey Group 

Chichester Branch 

Croydon and District Branch 

East Sussex Group (Hastings and 
District) 

Folkestone and District Branch of NSS 

Isle of Wight Group 

Maidstone Area Spastic Group 

Medway Towns Branch of NSS 

North Hants and West Surrey Group 

North Surrey Group (Kingston) 

North-West Kent Spastic Group 

North-West Surrey Group 

Portsmouth and District Spastic Society 

Southampton and District Spastics 
Association 

South-East London Group 

South-East Surrey (Redhill) Spastics 
Group 

South London Group 

South-West London and District Group 

South-West Surrey Group 

Thanet Group 

Tunbridge Wells Area Group 


Welsh Region (including Mon.) 


(Officer to be appointed in 1960) 
Cardiff and District Spastics Association 


Colwyn Bay and District Spastics Society 

Conway and District Branch of NSS 

Kenfig Hill and District Spastics Society 

Merthyr Tydfil and District Spastics 
Society 

Pontypridd and District Group of NSS 

Swansea and District Spastics Association 


Western Region 


(Fohn F. Walch 
St. fohn House, 


Park Street, Taunton, Somerset). 
Bridgwater and District Friends of 
Spastics Association 
Bristol Spastics Association 
Cheltenham Spastic Aid Association 
Dame Hannah Rogers School Parents 
Association 
Plymouth Spastic (CP) Association 
Swindon and District Spastic Society 
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THE ARUNDEL HOTEL = FACING SFA 


NEAR SHOPS 


eee eee 


NATIONAL SPASTICS SOCIETY 


23 THE LEAS - WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA sci SHE 
For ideal holidays ON SEA FRONT 
° BUS ROUTE 

BROCHURE ON REQUEST * 


WRITE TO MANAGERESS FOR BOOKINGS TAXIS. AT STN. 


or phone SOUTHEND 476351 


e 
ci) 
NOTE: 
SUMMER Soenitent 
Adults - - 7 to 8 guineas P ea , . 
Children, up to age of 16 4 guineas for se A 
periods 
WINTER 
Adults . - 5 to 6 guineas 
Children, up to age of 16 3 guineas Children and heavily handicapped Spastics must be accom- 
panied by an adult, but there are some vacancies for 
RATES FOR SPASTIC ADULTS LESS 1 GUINEA unaccompanied spastics. (House-parent in residence.) 


Days of FRUSTRATION are past for the 
Physically Handicapped if youusea.... 


“WORKACHAIR?” designed by the 
husband of a Polio Victim 


This unique chair is uncapsizable, is fitted with a hydraulically operated seat, 
which can be raised a maximum of 10 inches . . . at the turn of a knob the 
seat is lowered gently to any desired height; it is fitted with an efficient brake 
operating on both wheels and ensures complete safety. 

As the “WORKACHAIR” can be used out of doors also, shopping for the 
housewife becomes a new adventure. 

You are invited to try this chair by completing the coupon below and posting 
it to:— 


WORKACHAIR ENTERPRISES LIMITED, 6 West Hampstead Mews, London, N.W.6 + Maida Vale 8991 
PRICE £40 ex Works or £5 Deposit, balance over 24 months 


IN AgnCas ere 


(Bi.OCK LETTERS, FLEASE) 
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